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ITERATION E1: CAPTURING AN ORDER <« 145

declarations to our model files that specify their interrelationships. Open the
newly created order.rb file in app/models, and add a call to has_many:
class Order < ActiveRecord::Base

has_many :1ine_items
end

That has_many directive is fairly self-explanatory: an order (potentially) has
many associated line items. These are linked to the order because each line
item contains a reference to its order’s id.

Now, for completeness, we should add a has_many directive to our product
model. After all, if we have lots of orders, each product might have many line
items referencing it.

class Product < ActiveRecord::Base

has_many :1ine_items
# ...

Next, we’ll specify links in the opposite direction, from the line item to the
orders and products tables. To do this, we use the belongs_to declaration twice
in the line_item.rb file:

Download depot_p/app/models/line_item.rb

class LineItem < ActiveRecord::Base
belongs_to :order
belongs_to :product

end

belongs_to tells Rails that rows in the line_items table are children of rows in
the orders and products tables. No line item can exist unless the corresponding
order and product rows exist. There’s an easy way to remember where to put
belongs_to declarations: if a table has foreign keys, the corresponding model
should have a belongs_to for each.
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What does that lead to?
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What if?
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